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Now there's even more reason to enjoy the winter thrills of Tasmania as the season’s best
events come together for the first time in Lumina — A Winter of Festivals
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There's something ma_gl:_:al
about Tasmania in winter.
Cold, clear days of champagne-crisp air are
followed by velvet-dark nights, sprinkled with
far southern stars. The bare branches of
deciduous trees spangled with a million tiny
lights create a mesmerising display as they
shiver in the winter winds.

In the sky above, the otherworldly lights
of the aurora australis sometimes dance. It's
time to wrap up in your winter woollies and get
active outside 'til your cheeks glow from the
cold, or to warm up by a log fire indoors. It may
be long and dark, but winter in Tasmania is
simply luminous — and Tasmanians know just
how to celebrate it.

Lumina — A Winter of Festivals is the new
name for a whole lot of southern winter
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festival fun. It's a four-month program of
events running ‘til 31 August, showcasing the
best of Tasmanian arts. culture, sport, and
food and wine.

“Lumina is about lighting up your winter,
says Jan Ross of Tourism Tasmania, Lumina’s
organiser. "It's a really special season here
— a time of warmth and enlightenment — and
we're inviting visitors here to experience that."

The events that make up Lumina are
enticingly varied. From car rallying to wine
tasting, AFL games to opera, chocolate art to
choral jamming, plus fine food, theatre, dance
and jazz — all up, more than 100 different
Lumina events will be staged right across
Tasmania to keep you busy.

Giving voice to the joys of winter, the Festival
of Voices (7-11 July) is one of Lumina's

TOP/BOTTOM: Soak
up Tasmania's lovely
cloak of winter in
Hobart; the Festival
Bonfire of The Festival
of Voices promises
much fun and
camaraderie

highlights. “It's a celebration of the voice and
voices singing together — and the magic that
can create.” says festival director Jasper Wood.

The Festival of Voices will present five days
of open workshops, four major concerts and
35 visiting choirs. Showcase events are the
Friday night a capella concert, and Saturday's
Festival Bonfire and Big Sing, that open with
a candelit vocal procession through the crisp
winter evening air. "Everybody rugs up, we
do hot chocolate, mulled wine and roasted
chestnuts,” says Wood. “It's the epitome of
everything that's wonderful about our winter””

For footy fans, the home games of the
Tassie Hawks at Aurora Stadium, Launceston,
will get passions firing. Hawthorn has two
more games to play as part of Lumina: against
the Brisbane Lions (17 July) and Fremantle
Dockers (21 August).

Hawks stars such as Buddy Franklin, Sam
Mitchell and Luke Hodge promise to draw
sell-out crowds. "Tassie is a wonderful place
to play footy,” says Hawthorn's Clinton Young.
“It's also a great place to watch it. You can see
snow-capped mountains from the stadium in
winter, and the next day you can have a round
of golf at one of Australia’s best courses, get
warm by a log fire, or try some famously good
Tasmanian food and wine.”

So what is on the menu at Lumina? Visitors
will be tempted by all sorts of tasty morsels
from a constellation of culinary stars. Those
sweet of tooth shouldn't miss the Latrobe
Chocolate Winterfest. This one-day festival
(11 July) lets the community immerse in the
good chocolatey stuff at more than 40 events
around the northern Tasmanian town.

There'll be chocolate-inspired wearable
art, finely crafted chocolate desserts, and
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stalls with every sort of chocolate product to
sample and buy. The greatest crowd-pleaser
will undoubtedly be the blindfolded chocolate
mousse eating competition for teams of two.
Chocolate appreciation masterclasses with
Belgian chocolatier lgor van Gerwen of local
chocolate factory House of Anvers always
draws chocolate-loving hordes as well.
Chocolate artist Janine Mamonski will be
displaying chocolate works of art and giving
live demonstrations at this year's festival.
“Chocolate is a wonderfully rich, fragrant and
evocative medium to work with,” she says.
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“And that association we have with warmth
and comfort means chocolate really does light
up your winter," she adds.

Theatre buffs can bask in the glow of the
footlights at Lumina too. Theatre events range
from the Australian Shakespeare Festival (9—
29 August) to the avant-garde Junction Arts
Festival, which will thrill Launceston (25-30

August) with theatre, dance, opera, visual arts,

writing, installation and more. Music on offer
at its cool festival club will range from surf
pop to hip-hop, and even an eclectic cabaret
program. And just for laughs, organisers have

The Tasmanian

Symphony
Orchestra in
full swing

scheduled in a Hobart Comedy Festival
(23-31 July).

Throughout all this, audiences can enjoy a
rich tapestry of music events by Musica Viva
and the Tasmanian Symphony Orchestra
(including a performance with Tasdance,
23-24, 30 July), as well as the Devonport Jazz
festival program (22-25 July).

With all this and much more brightening
winter in Tasmania, it's a seductive spot to
absorb the winter light. Just keep an eye on
the sky when you come here: that luminous,
magical aurora might just shine on you, too.

Take Me There

® LUMINA — AWINTER OF FESTIVALS
www.lumina.discovertasmania.com

Jetstar flies direct to Launceston
and Hobart from all across Australia.
JetSaver Light fares from AU$69 one
way. Book online at Jetstar.com
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