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each apartment is furnished with correspondingly darker colours and
materials and is, as Richard Blyvthe puts it. “a protected niche from
which the space opens out 1o the larger landscape.” Warm lighting
of these spaces completes the cocoon-like ambience. The remaining
apartments in the original building face onto Patrick Street, and
lm‘\hiui a successful contribution to the streetscape, so changes are
\111.1” L1 .l]\' on this side

\ further act in the transtormation of the building was to provide a
new “plug-on” section on the eastern facade where the building faces
the city and the water. This portion houses three-storey units with
internal courtyards to ]uu\uh' a sheltered outdoor space on this wind
prone side of the building. Although constructed with contemporary
nwfmlqm'\ and materials. the new section ol the l!ni]dil!;t IS not In
conflict with the original part. Precast concrete here ties in with the
expressed concrete in the older section. “We've tried to pick up the line
of the expressed concrete frame of the original building and also to pick
up the colour of the brickwork,” says Richard. It is on this facade that
the building shows its most contemporary side, with paintwork that
forms giant bar code patterns, and room-height roman numerals
painted across the apartments’ garages. “We looked at the patterns thar
1!1\' windows and [}It' concrete Ll']lllﬂll'« L]\'<I[\'LI.“ l|'l|.' ;lIL}II.IL'('I t‘\['].lll:‘-.
“and translated that into something tar more \'unu'm[m!.n'\.“ The
super-graphic becomes an integral part of the architecture here,
the asymmetrical design in particular lending the composition
dynamism. As Terroir's inspiration for this, Richard cites the work
of Durch architect Steven Holl, whose recent domestic and museum

commissions make frequent use of giant graphic elements.
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As dictated by the existing conditions of the building, the interiors of
the ditterent Apartments vary as w ell. One set is n'\pl\‘mh'nt in earthy
tones of chocolate latte, burnt orange and aubergine; the next in
i‘[ll\' grey tones Ih.” maltg h [}‘t' \i‘]l'l”"" ol [}ll']T '\\]l!l.' Waler views .\i'”]l'
apartments have [u-]1-|1nl concrete tloors, others luxurious wool
carpetng in the ‘|u.']u'-i chocolate brown. Kitchens and bathrooms are
dramatic, using a combination of materials that includes Tasmanian
timbers, black granite and stainless steel. All apartments have parking
tor ||l‘ [0 tTwoO cars, .||‘l{ .|[| -lE\” }hl\\' access o i‘r]\‘”t' .I“li \}].i]t'\l
outdoor spaces, where, despite the proximity to Hobart’s city centre,
the environment is remarkably [r'.lm[ui].

I'he Patrick Street project is not the first building transtormation
undertaken by Terroir. The firm has been involved in similar projects
previously, as well as several high profile constructions including the
Peppermint Bay complex south of Hobart, and the new Hazards Resort
at Coles Bay on Tasmania's cast coast. “Just like Patrick Street all these
projects meant for us a process of interpreting and fitting in with the
existing environment, \\hl'[ht'[ L'il'.lT Wias .|l|'k'.l\i\ a4 man “!J\l\' one, or
natural. In the case of Patrick Street, this meant unravelling the onion
layers of the site’s inherent character, and then adding something new,
as a proposition about the future or at least the present.”

With such intelligent treatment, a 1970s brick and concrete building,
built especially for the bank it once housed, now accommodates its
inhabitants amongst architecture eminently suitable for living. Above
all, the building has kept its soul - its “terroir” — and, once neglected,
has become a building with a valued past, a revitalised present and an
assured future. GABI MOCATTA
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PROJECT TEAM

Scott Baimforth, Richard Biythe,
Gerard Reinmuth, Nic Fabrizio,
Matt Siarving, Justin Hanlon,
Pall Sayers, Sonia Atiker),
(Kevin Roberts - documentation)

rangehood; Abey 58 Sink;
Laminex joinery; surfaces - 88,
granite, Tasmanian Gak,
Bathroom Fuor Boex basin,
Fowler Newport' we; Caroma
"Marina' vitreous snamel bath,
Harsa Polo taps

TIME SCHEDULE
Design, documentation
10 months
Construction 10 morths

PROUECT COST
$2,810,000 (inc. whitegoods
and landscaping)

PHOTOGRAPHY
Brett Boardman

THIS PAGE, LEFT: The
apartments differ from one
another in terms of finishes,
but all are flooded with light
via generous glazing and
skylights. OPENING PAGES,
LEFT: Blade walls provide
privacy between bailconies.
RIGHT: The eastern facade
sports a rhythmic bar code
pattern, created by paintwork
(see also image on page 102).



